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Every log distributor will be quick to emphasize
the brand they represent is the only way to go.
Well, as a general contractor who has worked
with many brands, | can assure you that all log
packages are not created equal and not all lots
will work with all log packages.

Today's contemporary log homes can follow
almost any floor plan and incorporate many
different custom designs.

Do Your Homework And Secure Your Lot

It is a tough road for an unschooled consumer
to decipher the complexities and variations of a
log company’s product line before committing
to such an endeavor. It is very difficult to
compare “apples to apples”since every log
home distributor offers an alternative building
system and log species. The tragedy is that
most of the critical questions may not be
identified until the project has commenced.

As a local general contractor, | have found
myself assisting in remedies to problems that
arise when a contractor is out of his element.
Remember, one of the most important tasks
you contribute to in the success of your project,
is to research and interview a local general
contractor that you are comfortable working
with.
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Your second task for a successful log home
is acquiring a quality parcel of land.The
topography of the lot itself has much to do
with the type and style of log home you will
build. It is imperative to have your general
contractor’s input and be part of the process
to avoid unforeseen obstacles since every
county or municipality has different building
requirements.

After the land is secured, the first decision

you need to make is whether to build

a manufactured or handcrafted home.
Manufactured log homes are produced in a mill
where the logs are sawed, planed or shaped to
a specific size and uniform profile. Conversely,
handcrafted homes are produced from whole
logs by craftsmen. Each log is usually hand
peeled and individually selected for each
home. These two styles result in remarkably







